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The Experiences of Young People in Contemporary Arabic Songs

Between Arab and Western Musical Heritage
An Analytical Statistical Approach

Elie Toumieh

ABSTRACT

The subject of this study is limited to studying the experiences of young people in contemporary
Arabic songs and revealing how close or distant they are from the Arab musical heritage. In
other words, is there a point of convergence between today’s youth music and the Arab musical
heritage? This statement is confined to the second decade of the 21* century. From here, we will
choose 40 Arab songs that have achieved a high view rate exceeding 40 million views on
YouTube. The selection process is followed by placing the songs in a table in which the most
important elements of the song are analyzed including lyrics, melody, music arrangement and
rhythm, in addition to the geographical area of the singer, and revealing how close or distant they
are to the Arab musical heritage. After the analytical study, comes the statistical study that
reveals the percentage of each Arab and Western element in the songs of the second decade of
the 21% century. Finally, we conclude the extent of the relevance or alienation of the songs from

the Arab musical heritage with some recommendations.

Keywords: Youth Experiences, Contemporary Arab Song, Arab Music Heritage, Western Music
Heritage. O
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