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Abstract

Throughout its long history, Arabic song was able to develop and interact with the music of the
peoples with whom the Arabs came into contact. Since the late nineteenth century, and in order to
keep pace with cultural and artistic development and openness to Western music, some musicians
have worked to benefit from Arab musical heritage in order to create new melodies, whether by
building on melodic phrases from them, or by imitating their melodic structures, templates, or their
rhythms, in order to preserve the Arab musical identity. With the spread of means of
communication, such as radio, television, satellite channels, the Internet, and cell phones, all types
of Western, Greek, Turkish, Indian, and other songs have become accessible to composers, singers,
and listeners. Those who were unable to compose contemporary Arabic songs using chambers of
Arab heritage tended to copy songs that were alien to the identity of Arab music, whether in terms
of musical form, melodies, musical scales, or rhythms, under the pretext of being in line with the
times and with what the listeners wanted. Shouldn't contemporary Arabic song be a link between
heritage and contemporaneity instead of being, as some want it to be, a stage of declaring

separation from the Arab musical identity?
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